NORTH WILTS MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY

COATE WATER MINIATURE RAILWAY

VISITING DRIVERS TRACK INFORMATION

Please familiarise yourself with the track layout on the attached plan, the visitor operating instructions and observe the speed limits and SW (sound whistle) symbols at the positions shown, please ask if there is anything you need clarifying.
Before joining the running lines or shunting, please gain permission from the signal box if open, otherwise proceed as directed or with caution. 
PLEASE NOTE - Locomotives must be able to stop within line of sight using only brakes fitted to the locomotive, tender and/or driving 


      truck/train.
SIGNALS

Signals not in operation:

Do not depart from the station until authorised to do so. Please follow at a safe distance from the train in front and always at a speed that enables you stop within your line of sight. Take extra care at points and crossings, particularly during public running, always assume that nobody has priority. 
Signals in operation:
Do not pass a signal at danger unless authorised to do so.
All signals are 2 aspect, some have three lamp positions, only the upper 2 positions are in use. All are controlled by the signal box except the 2 automatic signals on the inner circuit which are under test. There are no operating signals on the extension at the present time.

At facing points feathers are used to indicate the set route.
Calling on lights operate on the 2 signals at the approach to the platforms. If a platform is occupied, the signal will be held at danger (red) until the train has either slowed or stopped. The calling on signal (2 white lights) will then be illuminated (signal will still show danger (red)) and drivers should carefully run in behind the train already in the station.

If you are stopped at a signal for no apparent reason please wait patiently.

After a minute or so try to attract the signalman’s attention using your whistle, alternatively use the radio carried by yourself or the guard to contact the signal box. (If necessary wave your arms, all signals (except the automatic signals) are visible from signal box, signal S4 is visible via CCTV). 

In the event of an incident all signals under control of the signal box (not automatic signals) may be set to danger.

You will be informed as to what action to take via radio or signals will be cleared, but please be patient.  
If after waiting for at least 5 minute without notification and if you cannot make contact by radio, proceed with great caution, especially at the 2 ‘diamond’ crossings and converging points, be prepared to stop as required or on request.

If we need to ‘close’ the signal box we will try to inform all drivers before the closure. 
If you find signals with no lights showing, in the first instance assume a light has failed and stop, then follow the procedure in the 2 paragraphs above.
When signals are in use, only one train (or pair of trains) will be allowed in each section, except on the extension where the guard will report via the radio that the train has reached Richard Jefferies Halt on the outward part of the journey, the next train will then be despatched. Drivers should be aware that there may be a train in front of them on this section.
Routes

The following routes (see attached track plan) are generally used:

1. Outer circuit. 

2. Inner circuit – figure of 8, under then over the bridge.

3. Double run – outer circuit plus the inner circuit via either the avoiding line or platform 3.

4. Old loop – used mainly for access to the steaming bay but may, occasionally, be used as a running line.

5. Extension - outer circuit to the point on the back straight, return direct to station from club car park .

6. Full run – outer circuit to point on back straight, extension, return to station via avoiding line and inner circuit.
At the present time all trains normally follow the ‘Full run’ route while signalling / point control is being installed.
If having started the ‘Full run’, a driver needs to return to the station due to an ‘emergency’, please stop at either the ‘back straight’ or the ‘car park’ signal (L5), and contact the signal box via the radio. At present the ‘back straight’ point is hand operated, somebody will be sent to operate it for you and return it to its original position after you have passed.
Routes may be changed to give variety for drivers and passengers. If you wish to take a particular route please make your wishes known and we try to accommodate your request. 
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