COATE WATER RAILWAY (North Wilts MES)
Visitor’s information

If you do not have a loco to unload please use the public car park SN3 6AA, there is a small charge of £2.00 per day.  From the car park and facing the lake turn left and we are at the corner of the park.  (The public car park is within the Coate Water Country Park, off the Coate Water roundabout of the A4259, which is just beyond the turning into Day House Lane detailed below.)
If you have a loco to unload use SN3 6AD as the nearest post code and the directions below: -
Directions from M4 Jct.15: - take the northbound exit on to A419 (signposted Cirencester, Swindon, Great Western Hospital).  After ¼ mile take the slip road off the A419 and then at the roundabout take the first exit Marlborough Road A4259.  Go past the hospital and 2 further sets of traffic lights, then opposite the garage on the right hand side turn LEFT into Day House Lane (at the Coate Water roundabout sign). ¼ mile up the lane you come to the first cottage on the right, turn right on to the track (sign Emergency Exit) and our entrance is in front of you double white gates.  SN3 6AD

Directions from M5 Jct.11a: - take the slip road onto A417 (signposted Swindon).  After 4 miles remain on the A417 at the Air Balloon roundabout, follow the road for 30 odd miles (Note it changes number at Cirencester where it becomes the A419) carry on to the Common Head exit.  At the roundabout take the fourth exit Marlborough Road A4259 (signposted Swindon and GWH Hospital).  Go past the hospital and 2 further sets of traffic lights then opposite the garage on the right hand side turn LEFT into Day House Lane (at the Coate Water roundabout sign).  ¼ mile up the lane you come to the first cottage on the right, turn right on to the track (sign Emergency Exit) and our entrance is in front of you double white gates.  SN3 6AD

Directions from M40 Jct.9: - take the slip road onto A34 (signposted Oxford and Swindon) follow the road for 12 odd miles to the Botley interchange take the third exit on to A420, carry on for about 26 miles.  At the roundabout take the first exit on to A419 (south, signposted for the M4 and Marlborough) for about 3 miles to the Common Head exit.  At the roundabout take the fourth exit Marlborough Road A4259 (signposted Swindon and GWH Hospital).  Go past the hospital and 2 further sets of traffic lights, opposite the garage on the right hand side turn LEFT into Day House Lane (at the Coate Water roundabout sign).  ¼ mile up the lane you come to the first cottage on the right, turn right on to the track (sign Emergency Exit)  and our entrance is in front of you double white gates.  SN3 6AD

When you have unloaded we ask you to take your car to our car park, this has limited space and at busy times you may be asked to use the public car park (trailers can be left adjacent to the steaming bay).
The club provides:-

Clubhouse: - Seating, tea and coffee on a help yourself basis, toilets, hand washing facilities and fully equipped kitchen (we cannot do catering but you are welcome to use our facilities).
Station: - Water and coal.
Steaming bay: - hydraulic lift for loading and unloading, water, coal, air and 12v power supply.

Eating out: - Snacks from the Cafe in the park, Sun Inn adjacent to the park, The Spotted Cow a short walk away.  There are lots of places in Old Town and New Swindon. 

Camp Sites: - The nearest is Cirencester T 01285 651 546;

Others: -
Chipping Norton T 01608 641 993;

Winchcombe T 01242 620 259.

Hotels: - from the Swindon top 10 web site: -

In order of distance from the club site: -

Holiday Inn 0.3 miles away (this is the only one I have stayed in and seemed reasonable comfortable for the price);

Swindon Marriott 1.6 miles away;
Harrow Inn 1.7 miles away;

Goddard Arms 1.8 miles away;
Landmark Hotel 1.9 miles away;

20 at the Kings 1.9 miles away;

Chiseldon House 2.1 miles away;

Travel Lodge 2.3 miles away;

Jurys Inn 2.5 miles away;
Ivy Hotel 2.5 miles away.

Places of interest: - Steam Museum and Designer Centre, The Railway Village, Swindon Museum, Town Gardens, Queens Gardens, the Lawns and in West Swindon Lydiard House and Gardens.
Further afield: - Stonehenge, Avebury, Crofton Beam Engine, Bowood House, Lacock Abbey, Longleat, Salisbury and Abbey, Didcot Railway Centre or historic Oxford or Bath.
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